The timetable of events until Jesus returns
Matthew 24:1-14 (English Standard Version)
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Jesus left the temple and was going away, when his disciples came to point out to him the buildings of the
temple. 2 But he answered them, “You see all these, do you not? Truly, I say to you, there will not be left here
one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.”
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As he sat on the Mount of Olives, the disciples came to him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will these things
be, and what will be the sign of your coming and of the end of the age?” 4 And Jesus answered them, “See
that no one leads you astray. 5 For many will come in my name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and they will lead
many astray. 6 And you will hear of wars and rumours of wars. See that you are not alarmed, for this must
take place, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom, and
there will be famines and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are but the beginning of the birth pains.
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“Then they will deliver you up to tribulation and put you to death, and you will be hated by all nations for
my name’s sake. 10 And then many will fall away and betray one another and hate one another. 11 And many
false prophets will arise and lead many astray. 12 And because lawlessness will be increased, the love of many
will grow cold. 13 But the one who endures to the end will be saved. 14 And this gospel of the kingdom will be
proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.
---------------------Matthew 24:36-44
44
“But concerning that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the
Father only. 37 For as were the days of Noah, so will be the coming of the Son of Man. 38 For as in those days
before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day when Noah
entered the ark, 39 and they were unaware until the flood came and swept them all away, so will be the
coming of the Son of Man. 40 Then two men will be in the field; one will be taken and one left. 41 Two women
will be grinding at the mill; one will be taken and one left. 42 Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on
what day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 44
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not expect.
……
Matthew 25:14-30
14
“For it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted to them his property.
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To one he gave five talents1, to another two, to another one, to each according to his ability. Then he went
away. 16 He who had received the five talents went at once and traded with them, and he made five talents
more. 17 So also he who had the two talents made two talents more. 18 But he who had received the one talent
went and dug in the ground and hid his master’s money. 19 Now after a long time the master of those servants
came and settled accounts with them. 20 And he who had received the five talents came forward, bringing five
talents more, saying, ‘Master, you delivered to me five talents; here, I have made five talents more.’ 21 His
master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you
over much. Enter into the joy of your master.’ 22 And he also who had the two talents came forward, saying,
‘Master, you delivered to me two talents; here, I have made two talents more.’ 23 His master said to him, ‘Well
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A talent was a monetary unit worth about 20 years’ wages for a labourer

done, good and faithful servant. You have been faithful over a little; I will set you over much. Enter into the joy
of your master.’ 24 He also who had received the one talent came forward, saying, ‘Master, I knew you to be a
hard man, reaping where you did not sow, and gathering where you scattered no seed, 25 so I was afraid, and I
went and hid your talent in the ground. Here, you have what is yours.’ 26 But his master answered him, ‘You
wicked and slothful servant! You knew that I reap where I have not sown and gather where I scattered no
seed? 27 Then you ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and at my coming I should have
received what was my own with interest. 28 So take the talent from him and give it to him who has the ten
talents. 29 For to everyone who has will more be given, and he will have an abundance. But from the one who
has not, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In
that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

Are you ready for Jesus’ return?

1. Jesus will return at an hour you don’t expect (24:36-44)

Therefore, be ready!

2. How to be ready (25:14-30)
a. The work he’s entrusted to us

b. The ones he’ll commend

c. The ones he’ll condemn

Being ready in 2023

